RW 4   (Fall I  2011)
Monday-Friday 8:30-10:20

Room             EH 643  

Text               Vocabulary Power 3

Instructor       David Karl

Office Hours  Mondays 3:00-4:00 p.m. (or by appointment)

Email             david.karl@indstate.edu

Class Goals: This class is intended to help you increase your reading speed and comprehension, skimming/scanning skills, vocabulary, critical thinking skills, paraphrasing/summarizing skills, and your overall ability to organize and write effectively, whether that be free writing, book reports, or critical essays. We will also be writing a much more extensive piece of writing—an  iSearch paper--that will require you to become familiar with all that is needed when writing research papers in your future such as using the library and being able to collect, evaluate, and synthesize sources, and then integrate them effectively into your own writing as support. 

Remember that, if you have the skills to pass, getting a good grade in this class is not so difficult, but really improving your reading and writing ability in English will take a lot of time and effort, both in the classroom and outside of class.  Extensive reading in English will probably improve your English ability as much as anything can, so read a lot and enjoy it!  Being a student is a full-time job, and like most full-time jobs, mastering English will probably require at least 40 hours per week of your time.  No pain no gain.  If you are not working at least 40 hours a week on this job, then you are probably not doing what you need to do to really improve and be successful in the future.  For some of you, perhaps 50 hours a week or more will be needed.

Attendance Policy:  Attendance is very important.  If you miss more than four classes, you will have to repeat the level.  Three times tardy=one absence.  If you are more than 30 minutes late, you will be considered absent that day.  Even being a little late on a regular basis will adversely affect your grade and chance of advancement. You need to be alert and participate, as well as be prepared for each class, in order to be considered present that day. If you do not have your books or materials, or you sleep, you will be counted absent.

Grading / Assessment: If you meet both the reading and writing benchmark for this level, you get 70 points (35 for reading and 35 for writing) and you pass to the next level.  If you do not meet the benchmark for both reading and writing at this level, you will repeat (R).  If you do not show any effort and progress in the course, you will fail (F). 

Reading and Writing proficiency (70 points—35 each)

Preparation, effort, and participation (15 points—5 each)

Progress (10 points)

Punctuality/attendance (5 points).

It is very important that we have an English-language environment.  This means that students are expected to speak only English in class, in hallways and lunch areas, and when working on projects.  You signed a contract when you first came to Interlink that said you promised to do this, and it is in your student handbook. I will expect you to abide by this very important rule.  You are here to speak English, so please do so.

Please turn off cell phones before class and hide them!  Ringing cell phones and students checking their phones are things that will make your teacher become very annoyed.  It is distracting to you, your teacher, and your classmates, and it is not acceptable in the American classroom.  I do not even want to see your cell phones in class.

 Please come prepared.  Bring your books, notebook, pens/pencils, a dictionary, and your brain. 

